CHAPTER V

I am thoroughly aware that the point which is likely to
excite the attention of my readers to a greater degree than
any other in the previous chapter, is the reference, con-
tained therein to the tyranny exercised by the mon-
archs of the Old World upon their relatives. In fact, it
is far better in Europe to be a mere subject than a kins-
man or kinswoman of the sovereign.

Even the lowliest of the lieges of the anointed of the
Lord has certain constitutional rights and prerogatives
which may be said to safeguard him from oppression and
persecution, but princes and princesses of the blood have
no such rights, and are exposed to every caprice and every
whim of the head of their family, defiance of whose wishes
entails exile, loss of property, even poverty and outlawry,
without any redress.

Royal and imperial personages, in addition to being
subjected to the ordinary laws of the land, are expected to
yield blind and unquestioned obedience to another code,
comprising what are officially styled the "Family Stat-
utes" of the dynasty to which they belong. These are
administered by the head of the family, who is free to con-
strue them as he sees fit, and while they are binding upon
the members of his house, they in no way can be said to
constitute any limitation to the exercise of his authority.
In fact, the latter is absolutely unrestricted, and extends
to every phase of the life of a royal personage. Thus, a
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